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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EG US IS XF 

SUBJ: EGYPTIAN REACTION TO BEGIN VISIT 

REE: CAIRO 12145 

SUMMARY: MEDIA COVERAGE OF BEGIN VISIT MINIMAL AND STILL 
RESTRAINED BUT BEGINNING BETRAY SOME FRUSTRATIONS. NO 
OFFICIAL COMMENT YET; SADAT MAY REEER TO VISIT IN SPEECH 
NIGHT OF JULY 22. EGYPTIANS BELIEVE WHAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER SAYS, NOT BEGIN, IS WHAT MATTERS AND SOME ARE 
OPTIMISTIC THAT PRESIDENT'S CONFIDENCE GENEVA WILL BE HELD 
MEANS MOVEMENT TOWARDS SETTLEMENT CONTINUES. END SUMMARY 
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1. BEGIN VISIT RECEIVED MINIMAL SPACE IN PRESS JULY 22. 

MOST PROMINENET ITEM WAS REPORT THAT AMBASSADOR DELIVERED 
"MESSAGE ' TO FONMIN FAHMY ON CARTER-BEGIN TALSK. OTHER ITEMS 
REPORTED WASHINGTON SOURCES SAY TALKS ENDED WITH AGREEMENT ON 
MEASURES TO CONVENE GENEVA CONFERENCE BUT DIFFERENCES OVER 
IMPORTANT ISSUES REMAIN. "OBSERVERS" IN WASHINGTON BELIEVE 
BEGIN PURPOSELY PLACING OBSTACLES TO CONVENING OF CONFERENCE 
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IN KNOWLEDGE THAT ARABS WILL REEUSE TO ATTEND IF PLO NOT 
ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE. 

2. COMMENTS BY JODY POWELL ALSO REPORTED: CARTER AND BEGIN 
DISAGREED ON QUESTIONS OF PALESTINIAN HOMELAND, PARTICIPATION 
BY PALESTINIANS IN MEPC AND ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS. ACCORDING 
"WELL-INFORMED U.S. SOURCES", PRESIDENT CARTER ASKED FOR HALT 
TO SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIY IN PERIOD BEFORE NEGOTIATIONS, BUT 
BEGIN REFUSED SUGGESTION CATEGORICALLY, ISRAELI SOURCES IN 
WASHINGTON ALSO CITED FOR REPORT THAT DAYAN WILL VISIT IN 
SEPTEMBER AFTER UNGA, AND THAT USG WILL ANNOUNCE SHORTLY AGREE- 
MENT ON FURNISHING 90-150 F-I6'S TO ISRAEL ALONG WITH 100 

MILLION DOLLARS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TANKS, HELICOPTERS AND 
HYDROFOIL VESSELS. 

3. STILL NO OFFICIAL GOE COMMENT. SOME FRTUSTRATION, HOWEVER, 
BEGINNING TO POKE THROUGH FACADE OF RESERVE THAT PRESS IS 
MAINTAINING. GUMHURIYYA REPORTED BEGIN PEACE PLAN REJECTED 
OUT OF HAND BY ENTIRE ARAB WORLD AND BY MOST ISRAELIS AS WELL 
AND QUESTIONED WHETHER PLAN A STEP TOWARDS WAR. REJECTION OF 
PLO PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA IS "TOTAL DISREGARD" OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LEGITIMACY OF PLO ESTABLISHED BY WORLD OPINION. 

ARAB WITHDRAWAL DEMANDS ARE NO PRECONDITION TO NEGOTIATIONS 
SINCE WITHDRAWAL IS "FOREGONE, UNNEGOTIABLE CONCLUSION". GENEVA 
CONFERENCE WILL NOT FOCUS ON WITHDRAWAL QUESTION BUT ON 
ARRANGEMENTS OF SETTLEMENT AFTER WITHDRAWAL. 
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4. ARAB ACTIVITY. AHRAM HAS "LEARNED" THAT ARAB CONFRONTA- 
TION STATES PRESENTLY DISCUSSING VANCE MISSION 
COORDINATE ATTITUDE ON QUESTIONS "WHICH ENJOY 
INTERNATIONAL AS WELL AS U.S. SUPPORT", SPECIFICALLY ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL, ESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINIAN STATE ON WEST BANK 
AND GAZA AND ENDING STATE OF WAR. CONTACTS REPORTED UNDERWAY 
FOR HOLDING LIMITED SUMMIT OF CONFRONTATION STATES BEFORE 
GENEVA (LE. AFTER VANCE VISIT, AS GOE PREFERS) AND SAUDI 

ARABIA TO DISCUSS NEXT ARAB MOVES AND AGREE ON FORMAT FOR 
ARAB REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA. 

5. COMMENT. WHILE MANY EGYPTIANS HAVE HAD HOPES FOR BEGIN- 
CARTER CONFRONTATION FRUSTRATED AND ARE UNHAPPY WITH ABSENCE 
OF SIGNS OF "PROGRESS" FOR ARAB CAUSE IN PUBLIC REPORTS OF 
TALKS, OTHER MORE OPTIMISTIC. FOR MANY, WHAT MATTERS IS WHAT 
PRESIDENT SAYS, NOT BEGIN; SOME FEEL THAT PRESIDENT S PUBLIC 
CONFIDENCE THAT GENEVA NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE HELD INDICATES 
DOOR STILL OPEN AND MOVEMENT TOWARDS SETTLEMENT CONTINUES. 
GOE, PERHPAS SOMEWHAT DISTRACTED BY SEVERE TENSIONS WITH LIBYA, 
SEEMS UNDECIDED WHAT PUBLIC TACK TO TAKE. SADAT SADAT ADDRESSES 
"IMPORTANT POLITICAL SPEECH" TO NATION TONIGHT. FOCUS WILL BE 
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LIBYA AND DOMESTIC AFFAIRS BUT IT SEEMS LIKELY PRESIDENT WILL 
ALSO REFER TO BEGIN VISIT. 

EILTS 
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